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lessly plundered by Raghuji and his followers and Chanda
Sahib was carried a prisoner to Satara. Murarl Rao Ghore-
pade, one of the generals of the Maratha army, was left as
Governor of Trichinopoly with a garrison of 14,000 troops.
During the siege-operations of Trichinopoly, Raghuji
Bhonsla wrote to Monsieur Dumas, Governor of Pondicher^
asking him to pay the sum of 60 lakhs of rupees as arrears of
tribute and to surrender him the family of Chanda Sahib \vith
their treasures. He also sent an envoy to the French Governor
to inform him of his intention if the latter did not comply
with his demands. The Maratha envoy was received with
great politeness, characteristic of the French people, and
shown round the fortifications, the guns on the ramparts
and the supplies they had stored up.1 Monsieur Dumas-
then told him plainly that all the French in India would
much rather die than deliver the family of Chanda Sahib
to the Marathas. As for the tribute, he said that the French
nation had never consented to pay any tribute to the Mara-
thas. He sent back the following message to Raghuji: "Our
country, France, produces neither gold nor silver; that which
we bring with us to buy merchandise comes to us from foreign
countries. Our country produces only iron and soldiers
whom we know how to employ against those who molest
us unjustly."2 Along with this message Dumas sent some
bottles of French wine as a present to Raghuji. As Mal-
leson well observes, "the Nantes cordials had given the
French an ally against which he (Raghuji) was a child.
These cordials were to be obtained by any means and it
seemed they could only be secured by friendly communi-
cations with Dumas. The determination to possess them
led to negotiations which ended finally in a pacification."3
The bold and chivalrous attitude of Monsieur Dumas
won for him as well as for the French nation a high repu-
tation all over India. Nizamu'1-Mulk sent him a letter of
appreciation accompanied with a dress of honour as
a sign of his favour. The letter runs:
This is written under the seal of Nizamu'1-Mulk who is a
J Malleson, op. cit., p. 92.	a Martinean, Dupleix et I'Inde Franca£sey vol.
II, p. 22.	8 History of the French in India, p. 92.
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